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Thank you to the taskforce members in the creation of this document.  Their expertise and 

commitment to Catholic Education is commendable. 

   

While the 2020-2021 school year may look different in many ways, Saint Augustine of 

Canterbury school leadership, supported by the Diocese of Metuchen, is committed to doing 

everything it can to support students’ learning, growth and development and faith. This 

document represents the efforts of the Pastor, principal, parents, and staff and discusses 

the options and the plan to support our students in their faith and learning. 

 

Catholic schools have a two-fold charge: to provide an education that is academically 

excellent and one that is deeply rooted in Catholic identity. Catholic values will be infused 

intentionally across all grade levels and all subject matter.  Participation in liturgy and 

prayer will continue to be encouraged for both traditional face to face and remote settings. 

Service learning opportunities will remain a priority in our schools. 

 

 

 

“Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be 
afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm. 
Tell us again: ‘Do not be afraid’ (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, ‘cast all our anxieties onto you, 
for you care about us’ (cf 1 Pet 5:7).” – Pope Francis, “Strong in the Face of Tribulation, A Sure 
Support in Time of Trial” 
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INTRODUCTION 

“Everything has suddenly changed. What we previously took for granted seems to be uncertain the way 
we relate with others at work, how we manage our emotions, study, recreation, prayer, even the 
possibility of attending Mass.” – Pope Francis, “Strong in the Face of Tribulation, A Sure Support in 
Time of Trial” 
 

We have created this plan to aid in navigating the reestablishment of our school where 

employees, students, and families feel safe and to reduce the impact of COVID-19 

conditions upon returning to the school. The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health 

Organization (WHO), and the State of New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) The 

Road Back.  Regular updates will be made to this plan based on information provided by the 

CDC, WHO, and applicable federal, state and local agencies. 

As new practices are implemented and adjusted, it will be continually evaluated. 

Periodically, as has been done during the initial remote learning process, stakeholders 

(students, parents, faculty, Principal and Pastor) will be surveyed about their experiences.  

Adjustments regarding challenges and successes will be implemented and noted as 

addendums as necessary. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

“Catholic education is above all a question of communicating Christ, of helping to form Christ in 
others…” – Saint John Paul II 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury School is meant to be a transformational experience within 

the school community. The challenge lies before to support and develop a Catholic 

Community, no matter what schooling format is chosen for the school year. The support will 

extend to both the spiritual and material transformation. It provides an education that is 

academically excellent and one that is deeply rooted in Catholic identity. As a faith 

community, there will be spiritual support through both prayer and ritual. 

Catholic values will be infused intentionally across all grade levels and all subject matter.  

Participation in liturgy and prayer will continue to be encouraged for both traditional face to 

face and remote settings. Service learning opportunities will remain a priority in our school. 

Creating Community 

“Where two or three are gathered in My name, there I am in the midst of them.” 

There is a strong possibility that the school may begin with in class learning and quickly 

shift to remote learning, or even begin with remote learning. How can we then create a 

community of caring and getting to know each and every child in a personal way? 

Anticipating this scenario, the following will take place in August and early September: 
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 Parent and student Zoom sessions (small group sessions) with videos are being 

planned and prepared by the Task Force. 

 In the beginning there will be routines which include: Greeting, Sharing and Getting 

to Know You Ice-breakers.  

 Survey to sense social/emotional needs. 

 If remote learning takes place immediately, each teacher will schedule periodic 

online recess time with small groups. 

 Ways for parents to continue socialization, support and praying together will be 

maintained and new ones created. 

 Frequent communication will be a priority for creating a sense of community and 

belonging. 

Regardless of the scenario, social-emotional health of the students and faculty is 

paramount. 

In order to ensure the continued well-being of our employees and students the following 

guiding principles have been put in place: 

 EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY MEASURES 

 HEALTH GUIDELINES 

 EMOTIONAL / SOCIAL SUPPORT 
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PHASES AND TIMELINES 

Information and direction about the phases and timeline will be sent to all employees and 

parents before implementation.  Please see below for a summary of the phases and 

timelines. 

 

Phase Timing Items 

 

Planning 

 

July 

● Supplies, equipment 

● Prepare detailed work schedule for phases 

● Prepare building and transportation for 

reopen with thorough cleaning 

Phase 1 August ● Implement social distancing protocol and 

open facilities with limited access/use 

 

Phase 2 

 

August 

● Expand use of school based on 

recommendations and data from CDC, 

NJDOH, New Jersey Governor, and 

applicable state and local agencies 

 

Phase 3 

 

September 

● Open school 

● Expand full operation based on 

recommendations and data from CDC, 

NJDOH, New Jersey Governor, and 

applicable local and state agencies 

● Determine what restrictions/guidelines stay 

in place 

 

ARRIVAL TO SCHOOL 

Introduction 

Entering our school building every morning is the activity which unofficially begins the day. 

It is important that it is calm, smooth, stress free, efficient and conducted in a manner that 

keeps each child and staff member safe. 

Rationale 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury School is trying its best to design a safe entry throughout the 

day and control the transmission of the COVID-19 by keeping it from the entering the 

building. During the entry into the building social distancing and hand sanitizing will be 

implemented. The use of hand sanitation and social distancing is recommended by the 

Department of Health and other agencies to help control the spread of any viruses and also 
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to manage any possible outbreaks. Mrs. Donna Hermosilla, our school nurse, is diligent 

about informing and enforcing this policy throughout the year.  

“Distancing” refers to the advice that students should avoid close personal contact and 

maintain 6 feet separation for any prolonged encounters. 

“Cohorting” refers to minimizing the number of students (4 students) and teachers any child 

comes into contact with and to maintain consistency in the contacts throughout the day as 

much as possible. (Videos will be provided for parents and students) 

Before Arrival  

Parents are mandated to complete the waiver from the Diocese of Metuchen before the 

school year begins. 

Parents will be requested to check the student’s temperature before leaving the home and 

completing the approved form. 

If a child does not submit a signed form, the temperature of the child will be taken by the 

school official before the child enters the building. A form will be completed by the school 

official in that situation. 

 A completed temperature form is a prerequisite before entering the school building 

 Procedures will support social distancing and separate cohort as best as possible 

using signage marking on the ground to direct students through the entry/exit steps. 

 Buses will empty one at a time per entrance, so social distancing can be maintained 

and each child’s hands can be sanitized. 

 Each entrance will be monitored by a staff member to help ensure students maintain 

a social distance. 

 Masks are mandatory as students ride the bus, enter the building and travel to the 

classroom or gather in a specific location. 

 Once the students enter the building the teachers should review the daily monitoring 

health check list below. 

HEALTH PROTOCOL AND SCREENINGS (EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT) 

The staff will visually check students for symptoms upon arrival every day. 

COVID-19 symptoms include:  

 Cough 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
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 Chills 

 Repeated shaking with chills 

 Muscle pain 

 Headache 

 Sore throat 

 Loss of taste or smell 

 Diarrhea 

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees 

Fahrenheit 

 Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19 

Employees 

The school staff is required to wear face coverings unless doing so would inhibit the 

individual’s health. 

 If an employee becomes ill at work or if another person is exhibiting symptoms of 

COVID-19 at work, they will be asked to leave work and go home or to the nearest 

health center. 

 Employees returning to work from an approved medical leave will contact HR.  A 

healthcare provider's note will be required before the employee returns to work 

 If an employee has been diagnosed with COVID-19, the school, the Office of Schools, 

and local health department must be contacted.  The health department will 

determine the next steps.   

Students 

 Parents are encouraged to be on the alert for signs of illness in their children and to 

keep them home when they are sick. 

 Students are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings unless doing so would 

inhibit the student’s health.  It is also necessary to acknowledge that enforcing the 

use of face coverings may be impractical for young children or individuals with 

disabilities.  

 Student health checks must be conducted safely and respectfully, and in accordance 

with any applicable privacy laws and regulations.   

 Results must be documented when signs/symptoms of COVID-19 are observed.   

 Any screening policy must take into account students with disabilities and 

accommodations that may be needed in the screening process for those students. 
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Screening / Self-assessment 

Strict exclusion policies are in place for symptomatic students and employees.  Staff and 

students will be educated not to come to school if they are symptomatic or ill, or if someone 

they have come in close contact with, including within their household, is ill with suspected 

or confirmed COVID-19 in the past 14 days. Education by the school will continue for 

students who may be required to remain home for a period of time, through online learning 

or other means. 

 Student screening: Parents/caregivers will be provided a checklist to perform daily 

screening of their children before arriving at school. 

 Staff screening: Self-assessment tools will be made available to staff to ensure 

awareness of possible symptoms of COVID-19. Staff who suspect that they may 

have symptoms should stay home and seek testing. 

 Signs will be posted at entrances to the school to remind students, staff, 

parents/caregivers, and essential visitors with information on protocols. 

 Teachers and other staff members will be provided with information on signs and 

symptoms of COVID-19 in children so that appropriate action can be taken if children 

develop symptoms during the day. Students, in particular, should be monitored for 

atypical symptoms and signs of COVID-19. Due to the wide range of symptoms for 

COVID-19 and evolving understanding of the disease, a low threshold for symptoms 

is advised. 

 Teach children/youth in age-appropriate and non-stigmatizing language how to 

identify symptoms of COVID-19 and instruct them to speak to a staff member 

immediately if they are experiencing symptoms. 

 The school will keep daily records of anyone (e.g. students, parents/caregivers, staff 

and essential visitors) entering the school setting. Records (e.g., name, contact 

information, time of arrival/departure, screening completion, etc.) will be kept up to 

date and available to facilitate contact tracing in the event of a confirmed COVID-19 

case or outbreak. 

Protocol for Symptomatic Staff and Students 

Our school will include the following Protocol: 

 Students and staff with symptoms related to COVID-19 will be safely and respectfully 

isolated from others and wait in the Waiting Room. 

 Students should remain in isolation with continued supervision and care until picked 

up by an authorized adult.  

 Continuous monitoring of symptoms will be processed by the school nurse or 

appointed adult supervisor. 

 The State of New Jersey Communicable Disease Service guidance for illness will be 

used for the reporting protocols - https://www.nj.gov/health/  

https://www.nj.gov/health/
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 If our school becomes aware that an individual who has spent time in the school 

tests positive for COVID-19, the school officials will immediately notify the local 

health office, staff, and families of a confirmed case while maintaining confidentiality.   

 Personal protective equipment (PPE) will be available, accessible, and provided for 

emergency use as needed.  

If an employee or student becomes ill at school, he/she will immediately report to the 

nurse’s Waiting Room and the required form will be completed.   

Once the employee or student arrives at the isolation room (Waiting Room), a mask and 

gloves will be provided if necessary. This is to help protect the other employees and 

students and prevent the spread of the potential virus.    

 The nurse will call the local health authority for any potential COVID-19 case.   

 The nurse and others attending the possibly infected person will also wear a 

protective mask and gloves while working with the possibly infected person. If a 

mask is not tolerated by the child, staff will use a face covering and follow social 

distancing guidelines (6 ft. away). 

 The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call the parent of the student 

to be picked up and go home.   

 The nurse and principal will identify persons who may have come in contact with the 

possibly infected person.  Unless required by the local health authority, the name of 

the employee or student will not be provided.   

 The isolation area (Waiting Room) and the employee’s or student’s work 

area/classroom will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected in addition to all other 

common surfaces recently touched by the employee or student.    

 

When an individual tests positive for COVID-19, the facility will immediately notify local 

health officials, staff and families of a possible or confirmed case while maintaining 

confidentiality. 

Facilities will provide the information required to public health officials. 

Contact Tracing 

 When a positive case is identified, conduct contact identification and follow-up with 

identified contacts. The Department of Health will require support from the school, 

e.g. student attendance records, contact information. 

 Contacts are informed that they have been exposed and are provided with public 

health guidance. Contact tracing should occur within the first  hours of a new positive 

case. 
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 Proactive for an Outbreak: Early identification of cases to local public health enabled 

by surveillance activities. A scaled, adaptable and measured approach to outbreak 

interventions. 

 Consideration of case numbers, confidence in cohorting implementation, number of 

cohorts impacted, local epidemiology and consideration of the needs of vulnerable 

student populations. 

 Closures and/or cohort quarantining to allow for case and contact management and 

investigations, environmental cleaning and/ or to interrupt transmission. 

 Consistent and coordinated communication to all stakeholders 

Re-admittance Procedures After Recovery From COVID-19 

Saint Augustine School will develop a re-admittance plan for students and employees to 

return school after recovering from COVID-19.  The plan and procedures will be established 

in conjunction with the school nurse under guidance of the Department of Health. Upon 

completion it will be included as an addendum. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection. Saint Augustine of 

Canterbury School employees, students, and parents should practice staying approximately 

6 feet away from others and minimizing contact with others. 

 Our school will practice social distancing within the classroom to the maximum 

extent practicable. This can be achieved by ensuring students are seated at least 6 

feet apart and considering the flow of student traffic around the room. Social 

distancing guidance will support a 3-foot radius around each student desk (from the 

center), resulting in a 6 foot total distance between any two students. 

 Desks - Turning desks to face the same direction (rather than facing each other) or 

having the students sit on only one side of a table, spaced apart. 

 Traffic Flow – Taped lines on the floor will mark the walking direction throughout the 

halls in order to maintain the social distancing requirement of 6 feet. 

 When weather allows, windows will be opened to allow for greater air circulation.  

 Ad-hoc Interactions/Gatherings – Non-essential/informal meetings and visiting will 

be avoided. 
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

In order to minimize exposure to COVID-19, PPE may be needed to prevent certain 

exposures. PPE can include: 

 Masks: Face masks are an important part of employee protection, as well as 

personal hygiene, social distancing, and frequent cleaning efforts. 

Our school staff is required to wear face coverings unless doing so would inhibit the 

individual’s health. Students are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings unless 

doing so would inhibit the student’s health.  

 Gloves: Touching your face with contaminated hands, whether gloved or not, poses 

a significant risk of infection. Wearing gloves does not diminish the need to wash 

your hands. Please remember to wash your hands properly as it is the number-one 

defense against any virus. Additionally, the proper removal of gloves reduces the risk 

of being exposed to contamination. 

Please note that social distancing should still be practiced even with the use of gloves and 

masks. 

In addition to using PPE, please remember to:  

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use hand 

sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth  

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the 

inside of your elbow 

VISITORS ON OUR SCHOOL PROPERTY 

Until further notice there will be no visitors allowed on our school property or in the school 

building.  Fewer people entering the school building allows for greater implementation of 

safety measures. Nonessential workers are asked to report after school is dismissed and 

they are required to sign in the front office and wear masks including the maintenance staff 

when traveling through the school building. 

The Secretary will accept packages or other items (student forgets lunch) at school 

entrance. A drop off box will be made available outside of the school entrance for packages 

or books. The intercom system will be used to communicate with parents and/or guests. 
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TRAVELING THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL BUILDING 

Students need to travel from the bus, to their classroom, to the lavatory and other essential 

areas throughout the school day. Throughout the day, keep in mind that the staff and 

students will use masks, social distancing and maintain cohorts. 

 Directionality is established following the procedures listed below. They will be 

modified on an as needed basis in order to keep the staff and students as safe as 

possible. 

 The first floor main hallway will be traveled only in one direction leading to the front 

lobby of the building to the point of the gym, cafeteria, entrance, nurse’s room and 

to the staircase leading to the second floor. 

 The second floor will be moving in the opposite direction to the lower floor and to the 

elementary school wing.  

 The elementary school wing will follow the same procedure which is already in 

existence in the school mindful of “social distancing and cohorts.” 

 The Pre-K wing, with only one class at this time, will follow the procedure in place 

presently (circular) mindful of “social distancing and cohorts.” 

 The schedule will take into consideration the movement or the cohort around the 

building. 

 If the students need to travel to different classes in Math and Science the students 

will use the circular movement of going through the balcony of the gym – Science 

moves through the gym to go to Math and the Math moves in the designated circular 

movement to the Science lab – mindful of moving with social distancing and in 

cohorts a much as possible. 

 Presently, the routine of coming in one door and going out the other in the Middle 

School is practiced. The classroom doors will remain open during this time, as it will 

minimize the use of the door handles. 

 Hand sanitizers are available throughout the building. 

CLASSROOM AND COMMON SPACES 

St Augustine of Canterbury School staff will use the signage provided to indicate the areas 

for sanitizing and disinfecting.  All teachers and students are asked not to visit another 

classroom outside of their team or grade level.  Employees are encouraged to disinfect their 

own personal workspace (teacher desk, phone, etc.) throughout the day, giving special 

attention to commonly touched surfaces. 
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LOCKERS IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL WING 

There will be stagger times for hallway lockers to increase distance between students.  For 

example, have odd number lockers first, then even number lockers as usual. It is necessary 

to keep in mind that four lockers in between students allow for social distancing. It is 

recommended if possible that cohorts are given four lockers apart to allow for a smoother 

procedure. 

CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION 

The organization of the classroom is important in supporting the academic progress of 

students. Classroom space should provide an environment that allows teachers and 

students to interact comfortably and safely. With that in mind, careful consideration has 

been given to the strategic placement of the furniture, learning stations and materials in 

order to optimize student learning, reduce distractions and keep the students safe. 

Rationale 

Maintaining cohorts and social distancing are kept in mind in designing the classrooms for 

safety. Cohorts as explained previously will help control the spread of any illnesses, manage 

any possible outbreaks and help with tracking of the virus if it becomes necessary. 

Classrooms 

 There will be a 6 foot separation of children.  The students will wear masks in the 

classroom.  Desks will be facing in the same direction (rather than facing each other) 

or have students sit on only one side of tables, spaced apart.   

 Saint Augustine is providing four-way Plexiglas dividers for the cohorts of four for the 

classes that have tables. Predominately all of the classes have individual desks with 

storage area in addition to the cubbies in the classroom and lockers if needed. This 

includes Pre-K and Kindergarten as well. 

 Students will not change classes or leave their rooms if at possible.  Keeping classes 

together will be considered to include the same group of children each day (cohorts).  

Where applicable, teachers will change classrooms, with students staying in the 

same classroom.  For all grade levels: Students will be directed under the 

supervision of the teacher to clean their personal space (including desks, cubby 

and/or lockers).  This includes students using approved cleaning products to wipe 

down desks when leaving the classroom and arriving in the classroom.   

 The Middle School will be on a block schedule (A and B) and will have a staggered 

time of ten minutes before traveling to the next class. (e.g. “A” Day will be Math, 

Science and Language Arts; “B” day will be Social Studies, Writing and Religion.) 

 Larger rooms will be used for other purposes for social distancing.   

 There will be minimal mixing between groups/cohorts.  
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 Outdoor classrooms will be possible when seasonally appropriate. Saint Augustine of 

Canterbury School is able to use many outside areas for classes. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom, in accordance with CDC 

guidelines. 

 Students will be assigned cohorts determined by the teacher.  The cohorts will 

remain together when traveling throughout the building or in different scenarios. 

They will be changed monthly to allow for some flexibility. 

 Sneeze guards will be stationary on designated desks in the classroom for students 

who may need accommodation. 

 Students will be required to have a small box or pouch for personal tissues, wipes, 

and hand sanitizer to avoid using those in common and limit touch. 

RESTROOM USAGE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 

There will be limited shared use of restrooms. Teachers will instruct students to use the 

Social Distancing lines outside the restrooms. Each class will be assigned a designated time. 

In between classes, students who use the bathroom outside of the classroom time will be 

taught to check the bathroom for occupancy before actually using the bathroom. If the 

maximum number of students are in the bathroom at that time, the student is asked to wait 

outside on the lines for safe distancing. 

Bathrooms will be disinfected throughout the day.* The maximum number of students varies 

for each restroom in the different wings of the building. The number will be posted on the 

outside door. More importantly, the students will be directed of the importance of adhering 

closely to the procedures for safety in the restrooms. 

* Ref. “The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education (Executive Summary)” – NJ Dept. of 

Education – Page 3, #7 – https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBackExecSum.pdf 

ISOLATION ROOM / WAITING ROOM 

When the students are experiencing discomfort or potential symptoms of COVID, they need 

to be removed to a place where they are isolated from others with enough room that 

several students could sit in the room and be six-feet apart. Students will continue to wear 

their masks. The students will be supervised. 

Rationale 

The concept is to provide a safe supervised staging area where students can wait until they 

could get transportation from school.  

 The room will be supervised and accommodate several students that allow for social 

distancing. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBackExecSum.pdf
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 The room will be sanitized after each usage. 

 The waiting room will have paper towels, tissues, a waste container, hand sanitizer 

(containing at least 60% alcohol) and surfaces will be disinfected.  

SNACKS 

Students will bring their own snack items and drinks to school.  Bringing refreshments to 

share during school is prohibited in order to limit the risk of contamination. Rules and 

policies are made to keep the students safe and those with allergies will be followed as the 

usual school policy. Desks will continue to be disinfected after snack is over for Grades K to 

2 only. 

LUNCH/ PLAYGROUND RECESS 

“So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat? What are we to drink?’ God will provide for all that we 
need.” – Mt. 6: 25-33 

Saint Augustine will continue to provide students with the opportunity to purchase lunch 

through our lunch program. Due to the strong recommendations that students remain in the 

classroom for lunch, in-class lunch service will be implemented. 

 There will be a stagger time for lunch K-1; 2-3; 4-5; 6-8 that would allow the 

teachers to monitor the students and “grab lunch” only two or three in the teacher’s 

lounge area.  

 If possible the cafeteria staff will provide either wrapped hot lunch or cold lunch for 

the students which will be delivered to the classrooms by the cafeteria staff. 

 The desks will be cleaned before and after lunch. 

 The students will not share food as is the school policy. 

 Disposable food service items (e.g., utensils, dishes) will be wrapped individually for 

each student/staff member. 

 If disposable items are not feasible or desirable, all non-disposable food service 

items will be handled with gloves and washed with dish soap and hot water or in a 

dishwasher. Hand sanitizing before and after eating meals is expected. 

 Weather permitting, students will be encouraged to bring a personal towel or mat so 

that lunch can be eaten in a designated outdoor space. 

Lunch Recess 

Recess will continue to provide safe physical contact of equipment and social distancing. In 

general, six feet of separation is the distance that should be kept between people 

interacting within their peers. Games that utilize physical and social activities, yet limit 
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physical contact will be played. Desks are not necessary for out-door recess. The students 

need this time for emotional social health. 

 As stated above recess will be staggered. If two or more groups are participating in 

recess at the same time, they will have at least 6 feet of open space between them.  

 Cones, tape, and spray chalk will be used to create boundaries between groups and 

mark off open spaces on the playground. 

 Hands will be washed or sanitized immediately after outdoor playtime.  

 If equipment is shared, it will be cleaned and disinfected between each use.  

 Specific areas will be designated for each class during recess to avoid cohort mixing.  

PRE-K 

Physical presence in the classroom allows time for students to develop spiritually, socially, 

emotionally, physically, and academically. Care will be taken so the students are safe and 

learn in a healthy environment.  

Rationale 

Students and their families will be guided with safe quality Catholic childcare in our school. 

The teachers throughout the school especially in the Pre-K nurture a sense of community, 

curiosity and a love of learning at these beginning levels. Freedom from anxiety and a sense 

of happiness permeates the student learning experiences. 

The teachers have a plan in place which includes:  

 Entrance at the Pre-K Wing which will be marked with tape for social distancing to 

enter the building 

 Arrival and check in one at a time with a temperature check and recorded on the 

form if parents failed to do so at home. 

 The teacher will wear a mask at all times.  The children will be encouraged to wear a 

mask. 

 Safe social distancing with young children becomes very difficult. Therefore, the 

students will be kept in cohorts as much as possible. Students will be separated by 

Plexiglas dividers at the tables. 

 Desks’ packets will be provided for each child to keep their books and belongings in. 

 The policies of the school community will be followed by the Pre-K Program. 

 The procedure for handling Pre-K students who are sick will be followed as noted in 

the school handbook. 
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury School is usually as active after school as it is during the 

school day. During this time, some of the activities may be curtailed or modified. We do not 

look forward to them beginning until the end of September or the beginning of October. 

These will be part of an addendum to the school plan. 

Rationale: 

Our students are in need of an emotional social “normalcy” since their lives have been 

unexpectedly and abruptly interrupted since March. They are in need of interactions and 

relationships outside of their home environment. The After School Activities will help our 

students in this regard. 

 The principal and staff will consider what activities would be possible providing 

students with social distancing and cohorts. (e.g. book clubs, after school support) 

 It will be determined if there is an area/s such as a classroom available for specific 

club or activity. 

 That area will be disinfectant and cleaned before and after using it. 

 The group will be limited to meet the safe capacity for that specific room and 

activity.  

 Sports like soccer and basketball will provide students with the physical activity they 

are in need of for various reasons. Our property provides many opportunities to use 

the outdoors as long as the weather is cooperative. 

 The same criteria will be used to determine the After School Program. The 

availability of the Pre-K wing and Canterbury Corner building provides many 

opportunities for a safe program for the students with close supervision from the 

After School Staff members. 

BEFORE AND AFTERCARE 

 Canterbury Corner will be used for before and aftercare. 

 All applicable social distancing requirements and hygiene protocols will be followed 

during any extracurricular activities. 

 Technology and online resources will be utilized to continue some extra-curricular 

activities without additional person-to-person contact. 

 Cleaning/disinfecting schedule may not allow for in-person gatherings outside school 

hours. 
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ACADEMICS AND HOME-BASED LEARNING 

“Let us thank all those who teach in Catholic schools.  Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life.” – 
Pope Francis 

There are three considerations (Traditional, Hybrid, and Remote) for returning to school, 

depending upon state and local health guidelines.  Presently, the State of New Jersey is 

returning to traditional face-to-face classroom instruction in September 2020.  We will be 

prepared to provide other models of instruction, as can be seen in a hybrid or remote school 

setting. 

Some families may not feel comfortable having their child return to school for instruction.  

In addition, some students may be medically fragile and their physician does not 

recommend returning to school.  In either case, provisions will be made to provide these 

students with instruction.  We will provide instruction to these students via live streaming of 

classes.  Students will be expected to attend their regularly scheduled classes via live 

streaming at the regularly scheduled times and in school uniforms. 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury School’s goal is to design flexible instructional plans that 

work best in both traditional face to face and remote environments.  The first step is to 

provide a “Refresher learning” to recognize what students have learned from their 

experience during the school closure period and to ensure the students are well supported 

for their on-going learning in the next year. It will be supported and it includes: 

 Providing resources and Professional Development for our teachers for how to 

support student well-being 

 Providing content review for students integrated throughout the school year at key 

instructional times to ensure the students have the building blocks before each new 

unit. 

 Adjustments will be made for school-based services plans for students with 

disabilities to account for accommodations and modifications needed in a remote 

learning environment. 

 Create an “early warning system” to identify and intervene with students who may 

be exhibiting academic and/or behavioral concerns. 

 Develop a plan for benchmark screening and intervention delivery during face-to-

face and remote learning. 

Adapted Assessment 

To the greatest extent possible, assessment, evaluation and supporting activities will 

proceed as usual, with a focus on the achievement of the overall expectations and the 

primary purpose of assessments and evaluation being to improve student learning. Efforts 

will be made to determine the base line of learning. The teachers will share the results of 



ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY SCHOOL RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 

18 
 

the cumulative assessments taken the last week of school in Math and Reading/Language 

Arts. Performance tasks, projects, and essays are also used to assess learning. 

Moving forward into 2020-2021 school year the following will be considered: 

 Year-long plans will facilitate more meaningful, interdisciplinary units that will be 

delivered face to face or remotely. 

 All instructional experiences include modeling, guided instruction, collaborative work, 

and independent work rather than over-reliance on independent work during remote 

learning.  

 Best practices will be implemented to meet student needs and engagement. 

 The faculty and staff will be participating in Professional Development throughout the 

summer and the year to improve best practices in technology specific relating to 

remote learning best practices. 

 An effort was made to procure licenses for electronic versions of all textbooks and for 

enrichment and/or support of classroom learning. 

Remote Learning 

 The remote learning plan that was implemented during the school year 2019-2020 is 

being modified to reflect the growth in this modality of learning. 

 Zoom/Google Meets is our online component to help deliver daily live instruction 

from the classroom teacher 

 If remote learning occurs within the first month of school, last year’s plan will be 

temporarily implemented. The new plan will be implemented as soon as possible 

after parent instruction is provided and parents comfort level is restored. 

 Sending packets home for students is not permitted.  The expectation is that all 

schools will provide daily online virtual instruction for all students.  

Grading and Attendance Policy 

To receive credit for the courses for this school year students are expected to complete the 

assignments.  The grading policy is located in the school handbook. 

The school will continue to use Google Classroom for Grades 3 to 8 and SeeSaw for Pre-K to 

Grade 2.  Google Classroom and SeeSaw will be another communication method for parents 

to be able to contact the classroom teachers. 
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EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL WELL-BEING 

Our students’ emotional health and well-being is a core element of our re-start to school in 

September. It is the foundation of ensuring a return to a welcoming environment that 

supports learning and a student’s emotional health. Our Catholic faith is at the heart of who 

we are, what we do, and how we do it. We follow the example of the Master Teacher to be 

caring, compassionate and kind to one another. 

The support for our students’ well-being will include but not limited to: 

 Professional development for the faculty and staff to learn how to support 

themselves, the parents and students as re-entry to school begins and throughout 

the year. (MAP Resources) 

 Collaboration with our school counselor to support connections and make the best 

use of the resources that are available to the school community through our website 

and within the school community. 

 The professional learning and faith formation will have a strong focus on building 

students’ social-emotional learning skills so that they can build resilience, and 

manage their stress, anxiety and build positive attitudes and relationships.  

 Prayer and Reflection will be integrated throughout this process 

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES  

The school will provide communication as frequently as needed through various channels: 

 Teachers, students, and parents need to check their email often. 

 Visit the school website  

 Follow our social media platforms 

 SeeSaw for Pre-K to Grade 2; Google Classroom for Grades 3 to 8 

 PowerSchool Student Information System 

 Honeywell Instant Alert System 
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APPENDIX 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 Limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of children at a time and clean and 

disinfect between uses.  

 When possible, minimize sharing of high touch materials to the extent possible by 

ensuring adequate supplies. 

 Electronic devices, toys, books, and other games or learning aids, if shared, will be 

thoroughly clean and disinfected between uses.  

 There will be an increased circulation of outdoor air as much as possible by opening 

windows and doors.  The windows and doors will not be opened if doing so poses a 

safety or health risk (e.g. risk of falling, triggering asthma symptoms) to children 

using the facility.  

 Hand sanitizing will continue throughout the day during transition times. 

BUS DRIVERS/BUS PROTOCOLS 

Our school will follow the protocols outlined by the local district providing busing.  Saint 

Augustine has a good working relationship with the townships and the bus companies. Our 

safety moderator is vigilant about student safety and will ensure the regulations required 

are implemented. Cohorts and social distancing will be planned for each grade and bus by 

our safety moderator. 

FACILITIES CLEANING 

The safety of our employees and students are our first priority of the Pastor, Facility 

Manager and administration. Upon reopening, Saint Augustine of Canterbury School has 

been completely cleaned and disinfected and we will continue to adhere to all necessary 

safety precautions. In addition to the deep clean of the office and school before employees 

and students return, the cleaning steps outlined below were taken to disinfect workplace 

surfaces, chairs, tables, etc. to protect employees and reduce the risk of spread of infection. 

We will require employees to maintain this safety standard by continuously cleaning and 

disinfecting based on the frequency stated below.  Deep cleaning is triggered when an 

active employee or student is identified as positive for COVID-19 based on testing.   
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General Disinfection Measures 

 

Category Area Frequency 

Workspaces Classrooms, Offices At the end of each use/day 

Appliances Refrigerators, 

Microwaves, Coffee 

Machines 

Daily 

Electronic 

Equipment 

Copier machines, 

Shared computer 

monitors, TV’s, 

Telephones, keyboards 

At the end of each use/day and/or 

between use 

General Used 

Objects 

Handles, light 

switches, sinks, 

restrooms 

Several times a day 

Buses Bus seats, 

handles/railing, belts, 

window controls 

At the end of each use/day 

Common Areas Cafeteria, Library, 

Conference rooms, 

Gyms, Common Areas 

At the end of each use/day; between 

groups 

 

Prepare and maintain hand sanitizing stations with alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 

60% alcohol):  

 In each classroom (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer).  

 At entrances and exits of buildings. 

 In the lunchrooms and bathroom areas.  

 Children ages 5 and younger will be supervised when using hand sanitizer.  

 For classrooms that have existing hand washing stations, prepare stations with soap, 

water, and alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol).  

 Students will taught and reminded how to wash their hands for at least 20 seconds 

at regular intervals, including before eating, after using the bathroom, and after 

blowing their nose/coughing/sneezing.  

 Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be used (at least 60% alcohol) if washing with soap 

and water is not possible. 
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Disinfectant Information 

Hand hygiene with an alcohol-based sanitizer or alcohol-based wipes, when there is no 

visible soiling of hands, are alternatives to hand washing with soap and water by children 

over 24 months of age, under the supervision of the teacher. The CDC recommends an 

alcohol-based sanitizer that is at least 60% alcohol and to rub the product over all surfaces 

of your hands and fingers until your hands are dry, about 20 seconds. 

SIGNAGE 

Signage will be placed throughout the offices and school. See the samples that will be used 

below: 
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RESOURCES 

“While we live in a different century, as we engage in pandemic preparation, there is still much for us to 
learn from those who have so courageously gone before us.” –  Sister Patricia Talone, RSM 
 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 

 

Considerations for K-12 Schools: Readiness and Planning Tool 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-

readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf 

 

Toolkit for K-12 Schools 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/schools.html 

 

 

New Jersey Department of Education: 

 

The Road Back Restart and Recovery Plan for Education 

https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf 

 

 

Office of the Governor: 

 

Murphy Administration Announces Reopening Guidance for New Jersey Schools 

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/20200626b.shtml 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/schools.html
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/20200626b.shtml
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COVID-19 SCHOOL ACTIVITIES RELEASE AGREEMENT  
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Nothing is Impossible with God 

 

Can worrying about anything add a moment of life? 

If God can take care of the birds of the sky 

and the plants of the field, 

Surely, God will take care of me. 

Given the present challenges that we face, 

Can worrying about this add a moment of life? 

Yet-I continue to worry. 

Lord, forgive my weakness when I worry, 

for this challenges my trust in You 

Good and Gracious God, 

Help to me to remember that, 

like the birds of the sky 

and the grass of the field, 

that You will take care of me. 

Help me to recklessly surrender myself to You 

boldly trust in Your everlasting care. 

 

AMEN 
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